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DOMESTIC PORTRAITURE."



Thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk
of them when thou sittest in thy house, and when thou walkest by
the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.—DzuT.
vi. 8.

He blesseth the habitation of the Just.—Prov. iii. 83.

This we ought to be constantly intent upon as the business of our
lives—our daily work—to get our spirits so attempered and fitted to
heaven, that if we be asked what design we drive at, what we are
doing, we may be able to make a true answer, W' are dressing our-
selves for eternity.—HOWE.
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INTRODUCTION. Xxv

our children soon manifest similar evil ways; on the
other hand an exhibition of holy conduct enforces
every pious exhortation, and strengthens every solid
principle, which we endeavour to communicate to
them.

The Editor subjoins a little sketch of principles of
education, by which he has desired that his own
conduct should be governed.

POINTS TO BE KEPT IN VIEW, IN A
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION.

1. SPIRITUAL PROSPERITY.
1. Pray for them.
2. Ever instil Christian principles.
3. Act in the spirit of the gospel towards them.
4. Watch over their intercourse with others.
5. Teach them to govern their tempers.
6. See that they diligently attend the means of grace.

II. HEALTH OF BODY.
1. Their minds not to be too much pressed.
2. Exercise to be regularly taken.
3. Watch against their ignorance and carelessness.
4. Temperance in diet to be observed.
5. Things injurious to health to be avoided.
6. Early in bed, and early rising.
7. Remember the incessant activity and subtilty of Satan.

I1II. MENTAL CULTIVATION.
1. To be well grounded in all they learn.
2. Minds to be strengthened by solid works.
3. Habits of reflection to be formed and called forth.
4, See that they understand their lessons.
5. Things useful to be especially attended to.
6. Habits of self-denial to be formed.

”









xviii TO THE READER.

others, who may adopt a mode of education some-
what different ; or to claim for his friend or himself
an exclusive right to dictate to the Church of God,
Mr. R. bhad, in some respects, his peculiarities, and
men maust judge for themselves as to their imitation
of them; but there can be no mistake in earnestly
recommending to their regard his zeal and love—his
devout and heavenly spirit—his consistent and firm
preference of eternal to temporal advantages, and
the evident blessing of God, which crowned with
success his method of instructing his family. May
the same divine blessing accompany the present
humble attempt to promote the glory of God, and the
spiritual good of men.



TO MRS. RICHMOND.

ALLow me to present to you the following little
work, in which I .have endeavoured to draw out
your late husband’s plan of education, and to il-
lustrate its success in the conversion of three of his
children. The materials placed in my hands ap-
peared to me too valuable to be buried in oblivion ;
and I am persuaded I shall receive the thanks of
every Christian parent for having brought before
them such an exemplar to direct and encourage
them in their own labours. My excellent friend
has long since been known as a minister of the
gospel, and the advocate of our religious societies,
and  his praise is in all the churches.” But in the
following pages it will be seen that his private cha-
racter, as the father of a family, shone with no less
bright a lustre, and is worthy to be held in still
higher estimation.

My heart’s desire and prayer to God for you and
for every member of your family is, that you may
continue to follow Christ after the example ot your
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instructor and guide, and under the influence of the
same spirit, may bear an honourable testimony to
the nature and worth of vital religion. I am, be
assured, with the highest estcem and affection,
Your faithful servant,
THE AUTHOR.
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PUBLIC AND PRIVATE EDUCATION. 13

rather than prove; and resting contented with a
crude and superficial acquaintance with all subjects,
to shrink from the labour of acquiring solid and
accurate information. It would be a very salutary
practice to withhold from young persons the use and
enjoyment of every thing, however simple, whether
an effect of art or nature, till they had prepared
themselves to explain its history, origin, place, and
means of production. Thus no moment would run
to waste, and table talk, which now consists of little
more than barren details, would become a vehicle
of much interesting and useful communication.

If science ought not to precede language, they
should walk together as friends from the commence-
ment, and be associated throughout the progress
of education.

Bat leaving the reader to form his own opinion on
the comparative merits of public and private educa-
tion, I shall lay before him, in the next chapter, the
method resorted to by Mr. Richmond in his family
arrangements.










































THE SOLAR SYSTEM. 27

THE SUN.

In the midst of our system the sun takes his place,

And brilliantly shines through the regions of space;

He illumines the planets, and by his attraction
Preserves all their motions in regular action.

He turns round his axis in twenty-five days,

‘While his light ne’er decreases, his heat ne’er decays :
His diameter viewed with the nicest attention,

Proves near nine hundred thousand miles in dimension ;
Around this vast orb revolutions are seen,

Of the planets eleven, with their moons, just eighteen.

MERCURY,

First Mercury moves mid the bright solar rays,
Completing his orbit in eighty-eight days;

The breadth of his disk, at three thousand is given,
The distance of millions of miles thirty-seven.

VENUS.

Next Venus advances, with radiant smiles,

From the sun distant sixty-nine millions of miles ;
She revolves round her centre in months about eight,
And compared with our earth she in size is as great:
In beauty resplendent she shines from afar,

And gladdens the eye as a morn or eve star.

THE EARTH.

Amidst this grand range of celestial pavilions,

Next comes, at a distance of ninety five millions,
The globe of the earth, with its faithful attendant,
Both alike on the sun’s gravitation dependent.

Earth revolves, as enlightened by Sol’s mighty blaze,
In three hundred and sixty and five of our days;
Round her axis impelled by omnipotent power,

She turns and returns by the twenty-fourth hour,
Near eight thousand miles is the breadth of her span,
And thus she was form’d for the dwelling of man :
As the sun rules by day, so the moon rules by night,
Each affording in turn their magnificent light.

THB MOON,

The moon’s time in her path as the earth she moves round,
Just twenty-nine days and a half will be found :






THE SOLAR SYSTEM.

SATURN.

Now far beyond Jupiter on we advance

And find a whole system of worlds at a glance.
Seven d Saturn tr: dently shine,
Preserved in their orbit by impulse divine.

Nine hundred of millions from 8ol he’s removed,
So their nightly assistance is constantly proved.
‘When measured, the breadth of this planet is great,
In thousand of miles it is seventy-eight :
Twenty-nine and a half of our years must be run
Ere Saturn his journey performs round the sun ;

In fourteen to twelve hours the astronomers say,
This planet’s rotation eompletu hln own day :

But that which most si him

Is two laminous rings whlch encompass his sphere ;

It would seem that his splendour of radiance bound him,
As detached from his orb they revolve both around him.
Heaven does not present a more beautiful sight
‘Than this planet, his rings, and his moons seen at night.

URANUS, HERSCHELL OR GEORGIUM-SIDUS.

But, as further we penetrate heavenly regions,

‘When the stars are abounding in multiplied legions,

We meet with a planet of magnitude vast,

Which of those yet dl.seovered is reckoned the last,

Call it Uranus, H hell, or Georgi sidus,

A sight of his disk without help is denied lu.

But when brought by the aid of the telescope near

His surface is manifest, bennteons, and clear.

Eight dred millions d from the sun,

It is eighty four years ere his orbit is run,

Thirty-four thousand miles in his breadth ’tis maintained,
Of his motions diurnal no knowledge is gained.

Six bright beaming moons shed their rays o’er his night,
Like himself, from the sun, all deriving their light.

THE COMETS.

But still we pursue astronomical song,

As not planets alone to our system belong.

Many hundreds of comets, in orbits most strange,
By solar attraction obediently range,

With their fringes of hair, their long flery tails,
Whenever they’re seen admiration prevails:

But their lengthened elliptical paths in the sky
The powers of astronomy seem to defy.
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THE SOLAR SYSTEM. 31

servient to it. It was my friend's anxious desire
and sedulous endeavour to get the heart on the side
of truth, to infuse an innocent prepossession in its
favour, and make duty enjoyment. It was often said
by the members of his family, ¢ We love religion,
because we see papa 80 lovely and happy under its
influence!”












OF YOUNG PEOPLE EXCLUDED. 35

selected, yet I am jealous of this sort of amusement,
and should think it necessary to be very cautious in
encouraging a taste for public exhibition of any
kind. We never attend oratorios in a church. I
consider it a desecration of the house of God to use
it for any purpose but that of religion ; it shocks me
to hear clappings and noisy expressions of pleasure,
when a passage of scripture and the name of God is
made a vehicle for mere amusement. It is absurd to
talk of devotional feelings on such occasions. As?
to all these things, I think that God has given us
immortal souls to prepare for heaven. People may
cry, What great harm in this or in that? They may
have a plausible pretext for doing what I condemn ;
for there is nothing, however absurd or wicked,
which will want an advocate or an argument to
support it. I lay down this general rule for all
occupations. Whatever has a tendency to fit my
children for heaven, I approve ; but I must keep aloof
from every thing which is likely to be a snare or a
temptation to them, or to indispose their minds to a
serious and steady pursuit of this one great object.

¢ Did you ever hear of a bishop on the race-
ground or in a theatre? Would he not disgrace
himself, even in the eyes of the world, by being
present at such places? Why so? Because it would
be out of character. The universal suffrage denounces
these amusements as inconsistent with a heavenly
mind, and with the sacred office of a spiritual guide.
Surely this is the strongest censure on the amuse-
ments themselves; it is in fact saying, the more
heavenly the man the more unsuitable are such
things to his character.

¢ I have often thought that a Chnstlan by profes-
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LETTERS ON THESE OCCASIONS. 47

but not destroyed. Itis the heart’s desire and prayer
to God of your father, on his birth-day, that all these
things may work together for your good, temporal
and spiritual. It is a day which [ always contem-
plate with much tender affection, and my thoughts
are such as I cannot utter. Life, death, and eternity
spread a vision before me, and I meditate with so-
lemnity and deep humiliation. I have lived now
more than balf a century. On the past I look with
much repentance for my sins, and much gratitude
for my mercies. Of the future I know nothing,
except that my times are in God’s hands, and that
is enough. But my responsibilities make me often
tremble. They rise like mountains before me; but
I lift up my eyes to the hills from whence cometh
my help, and the mountains of difficulty become
plains, and the rough places smooth. Amongst my
mercies I feel peculiarly thankful for the union of
my dear child with such a man and such a minister
as Mr. M—. This doubly endears Scotland to my
heart. I have formed many valuable friendships,
and received many kind favours from its inhabitants.
I have delighted in its scenery, and tasted many
excellent fruits of its piety: but to have a daughter
placed in the midst of Scotia’s hills and plains ren-
ders the land peculiarly interesting to me.

“ May every day add to your strength and comfort.
May you and I, not only as parent and child, but as
fellow-pilgrims on the road to Zion, walk lovingly,
congenially, and safely to the end of our journey. I
hope, if God spare me, to see you in the spring, but
whether here or there, I am ever

Your affectionate father,
L. R.”












CHOICE OF COMPANIONS. 51

vidences, and hopefully on events, and ever regard
me as
Your faithfal
LEeGH.”

Some of Mr. R.’s best friends have disapproved
the degree of restraint which he judged it right
to impose on his children. They have blamed him
for interdicting the usual freedom of intercourse
with families whose conduct and principles he ap-
proved. It is possible his feelings were morbidly
acute on occasions; and his extreme anxiety for the
spiritual welfare of his family often proved injurious
to himself ; for he sometimes passed a sleepless night
in expectation of an ordinary visit on the morrow.
Such was his vigilance, that if a friend introduced
bis son under circumstances of common courtesy,
he appeared restless and uneasy if the young people
were left together without superintendance, even for
afew moments. Other persons might also have taken
advantage of an extensive popularity to benefit their
families, but he never could be prevailed on to use
a fair opportunity of bringing them forward to notice,
to advance their temporal welfare.

“I cannot endure,” he used to say, ‘“‘even to
seem to make my religious influence a stepping-
stone to promotion for me or mine.”

‘Whatever may be thought of my friend’s judg-
ment, it is impossible not to respect, admire, and
love the holy integrity, the perfect simplicity and
oneness of object in the man of God; and I cannot
doubt that his purity of motive has been recorded
in heaven, and will be owned on earth after many
days. Whatever worldly advantages, supposed ot

E2






CHOICE OF COMPANIONS, 33

affected in conversing with a family at —, upon
the marriage of their daughter, under the following
circumstances :—the father was an exemplary clergy-
man, the mother a most pious woman : they had
brought up a family with strict attention to religious
precepts and principles, and they were not without
hope that their daughter had some piety.

“ A young man of property, but of no decided
religious principle, became acquainted with her.
Inattentive to the affectionate duties which she
owed to her excellent parents, their feelings, and
their advice, she suffered her mind to be led away
into an attachment towards this young man. The
parents were aware that his general habits and
views would be uncongenial to their wishes for a
daughter’s spiritual welfare, and therefore objected.
However, the daughter so far obtained her wishes,
that a very reluctant consent was given to the
marriage. The daughter, gradually led away into
worldly company and amusements, has given up
even the outward profession of religion, and now
lives as the world lives. Yet she is not happy; and
ber parents are very unhappy. The daughter cannot
help remembering the example, the exhortations,
the prayers, the solicitudes, and the tears of her
parents ; but it is only with remorse, which she
strives to drown in worldly company and carnal
amusements. They wept bver the case with me,
which presents a proof of the sad consequences of
young people giving way to hasty impressions, and
yielding to connections not founded on a regard to
the honour of God, gratitude to parents, and cen-
sistency with a religious profession. How needful
is it that Christian parents, and Christian children,
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LETTERS TO HIS CHILDREN. 81

“ Glasgov.
¢« MY own DEAR CHILD,

‘ On my return home, I found your letter, and
hasten to give you a few lines in reply. I thought
you lomg in writing, and welcomed your hand with
much delight. Indeed, my F—, you and I are not
sufliciently intimate in religious intercourse and cor-
respondence ; we mast become more so, and may
God enable us. Let us walk and talk, and sit and
talk more on these subjects than we have done. Time
flies, events are uncertain, providences, health, and
life are transient and mutable. I hope the ensuing
winter will unite us closer than ever. Winter is my
domestic dependence ; your heart is with me in this
feeling. I much regret that circumstances have pre-
vented your travelling with me this year, but I hope
pext semmer will be more propitious. When I
retarn we will read and talk over together sach
scenes as we mutually love, and you shall hear of
my interesting journey to Staffa and Iona. Nature,
grace, history, antiquity, compassion, taste, and
twenty more subjects and affections all meet there.
I will matoh the festival which I gave to the poor
children of Icolmkill on St. Colomba’s day with the
gala of Mr. —. Moreover I wrote a right noble
copy of verses for the children to sing. Mr. M.isa
traly valuable man. He grows daily in my estima-
tion. I feel much pleased at the prospect of my dear
——'8 union; her tender heart is fixed, although her
affections are strongly bouund to her family. Encou-
rage and elevate her spirits when you write, for her
nerves are delicate. Itis a great question, and God,
I trust, is settling it for her. * * * ¢ * Mr M.

6 .










































































































































































































































LETTERS TO HIS PARENTS. 157

¢ Your truly valuable letters, my dear mother,
discover so much affection and kindness towards me,
that I know not how to express my joy and thank-
fulness ; they often draw tears from my eyes, and
are the dearer to me the more I read them. I have
a great deal to say, to propose, and to request, and
hardly know whether to begin now, or wait till I
have the joy of seeing my dearest parents. What a
meeting will this be! I seem to dread it, though it
would be a grief inexpressible were it not to take
place. * * » * Pray for an unfortu-
nate wanderer, and may God answer your prayers, to
my present and eternal good.”

The expected return of Nugent was an event
which warmed every heart in Turvey Rectory with
the most anxious and affectionate sympathy. The
whole family was eager, either to welcome a relative
whom they scarcely knew but by report, or to renew
an affection which time and distance had not effaced,
but rather strengthened.

Mrs. Richmond fitted up partly with her own
hand, a room for her son’s reception, and arranged
every thing to testify her regard for her returning
child, and banish every painful recollection from his
mind ; but after the lapse of a few months, his death,
instead of his arrival, was announced.

His constitution had been greatly impaired by
unhealthy climates, and the successions of hardships
to which he had been exposed, and both his health
and spirits finally sunk under the last and greatest
trial, the death of Miss ——. After this event he
resolved on returning immediately to England.

Previous to the voyage he had an attack of fever,






HIS DEATH. . 159

received by Mr. Richmond from many persons who
~ for sqme years had observed Nugent’s exemplary
conduct.

In a letter to his daughter at Glasgow, Mr. R.
thus adverted to them :—

¢ The circumstances attendant upon our dear Nu-
gent’s end, are few and simple. You are aware what
a long series of favourable accounts of his general
behaviour we have had from a variety of quarters.
You should know, that from at least five religious
friends I have received highly satisfactory testimonies
of his religious feelings and principles, although he
was modest and reserved in speaking of himself. I
had much information while I was visiting his most
intimate friend, Mr. Bailey, in the Isle of Wight
(late of Gibraltar), whose little babe was christened
Mercy Nugent Richmond. The time of his shipwreck
seemed to have been one of special prayer and
impression.

‘¢ His affections for his relatives were very strong.
His principles of honourable conduct, integrity, pe-
cuniary accuracy, official diligence, kind manners,
and moral deportment, were exemplary. He lived
in much esteem, and died much beloved. Dear boy !
He was snatched from our embraces at the hour
of his returning to them. He is buried in the depths
of the ocean. But the sea shall give up her dead,
and I trust he shall then appear a living soul.”

A melancholy feeling steals over the spirits, as
we follow this first-born son of an excellent man
through each succeeding calamity of his life, to a
solitary death.



160 LIFE OF NUGENT RICHMOND.

We must adore in silence, confidently resting on
the wisdom and goodness of him whom clouds and
darkness surround, while ¢ righteousness and truth
are the habitations of his seat.’

The history before us exhibits in the clearest light,
(and this is my chief purpose in writing it) the ines-
timable blessing of a pious parent, and the value of
religious education under all possible contingencies
‘In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening
withhold not thine hand, for thou knowest not
whether shall prosper, either this or that, or whether
they both shall be alike good.” (Eccles. xi. 6.)

























































LINES ON HIS BIRTH-DAY. 177

accustomed him to habits of religion, even before he
had a capacity to understand or value them. He
consecrated to God his whole family in daily prayers;
the infant in arms was present as a worshipper; it
might at first disturb the order of the family devo-
tion, but it soon learned silence, and seemed pleased
with the group before it. So long as it could not speak
he spoke for it ; he would hold it in his arms, saying,
¢ God be gracious to thee, my son.” When Wilber-
force could scarcely lisp in accents of prayer or
praise, Mr. R. composed the following little piece,
to be committed to memory, and repeated to his
mamma every evening. In these simple lines no-
thing more was aimed at than a suitable vehicle of
instruction to an infant mind. It breathes the same
devout, tender, and affectionate spirit which per-
vades Mr. R’s other productions.

WILBERFORCE'S EVENING ADDRESS TO MAMMA.

MAMMA, ’tis Jesus loves my soul,

And makesthe wounded sinner whole ;
My natuare is by sin defiled,

Yet Jesus Joves a little child.

1 know my temper is not right,

I'm often fretful, scold, and fight,

1 would like him be meek and mild,
For Jesus loves a little child.

How kind is Jesus, oh | how good !
For my poor soul he shed his hlood ;
For children’s sake he was reviled,
Yet Jesus Ieves a little child.

‘When I offend you by my tongue,
And say and do what’s very wrong,
Oh ! pray, mamma, be reconciled,
For Jesus loves your little child.

N



LIFE OF WILBERFORCE RICHMOND.

He teaches me to shed a tear,
‘Whene’er 1 grieve a friend so dear;
But though I am so thoughtless, wild,
Yet Jesus loves the little child.

To me may Jesus now impart
Although so young, & gracious heart ;
Alas! I'm oft by sin defiled,

Yet Jesus loves the little child.

And I love him, for he loves me,

And hope his faithfal child to be ;
The Sinner’s Friend he’s justly styled,
And Jesus loves your little child.”

The following letter to his little boy on his birth-

day, is of the same character.

“ It was early this morn, as I waked from my rest,
An unusual emotion sprung up in my breast,

The occasion of this, do you wish to be told ?

*Tis my little boy’s birth-day—he’s just four years old.

Foolish father | cries one, is this all you can say,

I8 this to disturb all your feelings to-day ?

Yes—and were you a father, you would not feel cold,
On your little boy’s birth-day, when just four years old.

Old maidens and bach’lors who no children have,
Your patience I ask, for your pardon I crave,

‘While this child to my heart I so warmly enfold,

On the little boy’s birth-day, who's just four years old.

Ye mothers, who clasp your dear babes in your arms,
And watch o’er their youth with a thousand alarms,
Set your’s down for one instant, my child to behold,
*Tis the little boy’s birth-day, he’s just four years old.

Ye that doat on your own lads can feel for another’s,
And bear with the fondness of fathers and mothers,

1 invite your attendance, so deem it not bold,—

’Tis the little boy’s birth-day, he’s just four years old.
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He can prattle and talk, with a sweet little smile,
Which my heaviest maments will often beguile ;

So I value him more than ten millions twice told :
*Tis my little boy’s birth-day, he’s just four years old.

Dear wife, on whose breast the dear babe hung so long,
Shall my muse on this day, forget thee in her song ;
Come and kiss the poor lad, and rejoice to be told

*Tis your little boy’s birth-day—he’s just four years old.

My sweet boy ! I've been writing these verses for you,
They shew more of the father than poet, tis true!

Yet in spite of the critics, papa will be bold ;

Little boy, *tis your birth-day—you ’re just four years old.

May the blessing of God, in abundance poured down,
Give thee grace while on earth, and in glory a crown ;

As thou growest in years, may thy virtues unfold,

’Tis my prayer on thy birth-day, when just four years old.

The incidents of childhood are seldom interesting
beyond the family circle, neither can much reliance
be placed on early appearances of piety, untried by
temptation. It may be well to cherish every holy
emotion in our children ; to water and cultivate the
tender plant committed to our care; but until in-
fluence and impression is succeeded by principle
and the choice of the mind, we may rejoice in the
buddings of divine life, but we must not indulge in
too sanguine expectations. The sceptical tendencies
of Wilberforce’s mind in childhood, are by no means
of rare occurrence at that age; for infidelity, not-
withstanding its arrogant pretensions to superiority,
is the vulgar weed which grows in every soil, and
withers before the sunshine of clearer information ;
a little knowledge may help to an objection, when
diligent and serious inquiry will discover its fu-
tility.

There is one note in Mr. Richmond’s papers, which

N2






































































































HIS LETTERS. . 213

earnest desire to transfuse his devout feelings into
the minds of all who were connected with him, dis-
cover an assimilation to a purer region, and might
have prepared us to expect that his departure was
not far distant. The documents to which he alludes,
are contained in the following communication, which
1 commend to the serious and attentive perusal, both
of young persons and their parents. N













































































































































































































































292 LIFE OF WILBERFORCE RICHMOND.

with the deepest gratitude, and I hope we may add,
with an unfeigned anxiety to walk in the steps of
his bright example, and meet him again in everlast-
ing glory.
Believe me, my very dear Sir,
Your affectionate and faithful
F—="















































































































CONCLUDING REMARKS. 327

mind, and produces deep emotion. I have increased
the responsibilities of Mr. Richmond’s family, by
holding them up to public observation. Wherever
the present volume may obtain circulation, their
father’s honour, and—a still more important con-
sideration—their father’s principles, will be ulti-
mately connected with their conduct, and the value
of them be appreciated by their effects. His eye is
no longer upon them, nor his bright example before
them ; neither has every member of his family en-
joyed the fall benefit of his affectionate and careful
superintendance. But I am persuaded that the
traces he has left are too deeply engraven ever to be
erased from their semembrance; and that a father’s
blessing will follow them to the latest hour of their
earthly pilgrimage. It is my heart’s desire and
prayer to God, that they may retain a lively recollec-
tion of his instructions, and continue to walk worthy
of their vocation, irreproveable and without rebuke,
until they rejoin their departed relatives, and with
them ¢ praise God for such a father.”

THE END.
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